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‘Pollution: now or never 


Air pollution reached dangerous 
‘levels again in Chicago in recent days. 
But it was also a period when first 
Chicago and then the State of Illinois 
‘acquired vigorous, enforcement- 
thinded men to lead their antipollution 
campaigns. 

In Chicago, H. Wallace Poston was 
appointed commissioner of the new 
‘Department of Environmental Control. 
In Springfield, Gov. Ogilvie announced 
that his director of conservation, 
‘William L. Rutherford, would become. 
co-ordinator of environmental quality 
SRrograms. 
$“ Both appointments — like President 
Nixon’: earlier signing of a bill to 
eate a Council on Environmental 
ality in his office — recognize that 
gman is making his earthly home 
“uninhabitable with poisons that blight 
‘air, earth and water, and noise that 
dulls the ear and cracks the nerves. 

It’s now or never, as President Nix- 
an said of abating the crisis, and 
there's plenty for all to do—city, coun- 
ty; state, industry, private citizen. Gov- 
etnmental agencies must begin by 
enforcing the laws already on the 
hooks (and refraining from further 
postponements of deadlines for com- 
pliance). In Illinois, the Legislature 
can give the people another chance to 
vote the billion-dollar conservation and 
antipollution bond issue that they re- 
‘jected in 1968 (Rutherford, as it hap- 


pens, was co-chairman of a non- 
partisan citizens committee that led 
the campaign for the bond issue). 
Private citizens can end any pollution 
that they might be guilty of, and con- 
tinue their new and growing pressures 
upon government and industry to 
clean up the environment. 

Industry should bear the heaviest 
responsibility, for it is the worst of the 
polluters. The automobile engine and 
the fuels it burns must be made 
“clean,” and quickly (promises to do 
so in 10 or more years aren't good 
“enough). The industrial smokestack, 
belching its chemicals into the air, 
must go. The use of earth and water 
as garbage receptacles must cease. 
Many will agree with Ralph Nader's 
statement that the polluters should 
have to clean up their own messes, 
without recompense in higher prices 
or rates. The private citizen who lit- 
ters the earth or pollutes the air can 
be quickly brought to heel, and should 
be. All polluters should be dealt the 
same degree and quality of punish- 
ment. + 

For the time of compromise has 
ended. Past errors must be eliminated; 
we must be assured that they will not 
be committed again. 

The quality of life must be restored 
before it is irremediably debased and 
destroyed by the garbage of civiliza- 
tion. 


Sins of the news media 


There is some truth in many of the 

things the National Commission on the 
Causes and Prevention of Violence 
said about the news media, But it 
seems strange that so large and well- 
funded a body could study the matter 
so intensely without discovering that 
the media have grown painfully aware 
of their own shortcomings, and that 
much is already being done to mend 
them, 
"The commission says that the 
newspapers, radio and television 
“have contributed to the widespread 
use of confrontation as an instrument 
of social change by their failure to re- 
port adequately the conditions under- 
lying current protest.” And it criticized 
he media for failing to provide 
“routine and peaceful access” to the 
public ear for people with new ideas 
and minorities with grievances. 

That may well have been generally 
true 10 or even 5 years ago; it is still 
true in some places and cases. But the 
news profession, operating as it does 
on the front line of social change, has 
itself undergone radical change. 

An example of such change has been 
the onset of interpretive reporting. The 
commission calls for “interpretive 
news stories — which can be written 
with time for calm reflection and bal- 
anced judgment.” But that is precisely 
the kind of reporting done day after 
day by an entire battery of Daily News 
writers (and many another metro- 
politan newspaper staff). The com- 
‘mission says the news media should 
‘“hire and train increased numbers of 
ewsmen from minority groups.” The 
‘Daily News (like other newspapers) 
thas long since discovered that intelli- 
“gent coverage of urban affairs re- 
quires exactly this, and it is part and 
‘parcel of our operating practice. 
| The commission says that newspa- 
‘pers and other media agencies should 
‘set up machinery to hear complaints 
‘from people who feel their viewpoints 
are not fairly represented. Our letters- 


to-the-editor column abounds with 
such communications. Telephone calls 
by the dozen convey the same kinds of 
messages. Delegations representing 
all kinds of minority groups visit us 
regularly and state their cases ex- 
haustively. Meticulously, our editors 
seek out and publish minority views in 
the daily, running news stories. 

When, for example, our reporters 
covering the Black Panther shootout 
heard mutterings in the black com- 
munity that perhaps all was not just 
as advertised in that episode, we let 
their spokesmen express their doubts 
in our news columns. There was some 
resentment of this; there also were 
some results. 

There has been, in short, a revolu- 
tion in domestic news coverage and 
communication. We are continually 
adjusting to changes that sweep in 
upon us with ever-increasing momen- 
tum. The commission's point about 
media contribution to the use of confron- 
tation as an instrument — or weapon 
— of social change, for example, re- 
mains valid, and the problem is a 
baffling one. As the commission says, 
violence is news and must be reported. 
But its very reporting can trigger 
more violence. News responsibility 
thus becomes something far more 
complex than when a couple of earlier- 
day Chicago reporters wrote “The 
Front Page.” The trick is not merely 
to provide interpretation of the day's 
news. The trick is to meet the funda- 
mental need for objective reporting, 
while at the same time providing ex- 
planation and interpretation that does 
not become editorial or inflammatory. 
This takes some doing. 

We do not mean to cop a plea or 
challenge the commission's sincerity 
or validity; much that the commission 
said needed saying. We do think it 
could have acknowledged that the 
news media, caught in the raging 
currents of social upheaval, have not 
been exactly resting on their oars. 


‘Charlie does something right 


As it happened, Charles Siragusa 
resigned under fire — specifically a 
blast in which The Daily News cited 
testimony that the executive director of 
the Illinois Crime Commission had 
used federal narcotics agents to con- 
duct a private investigation for a for- 
mer commission member. 

Actually, and in spite of his recent 
bluster that he would not “fold under 
pressure,” Siragusa’s time ran out 
, long ago. His conduct of what should 
have been an important office was al- 
ways reminiscent of a low-budget cops 
and robbers movie, And the Better 


Government Assn.'s recent charges 
that he used faulty evidence in one 
case and covered up a colleague's in- 
discretions in another cemented the 
impression. 

Siragusa promises he'll leave by 
July 1. 

Meanwhile the Legislature will come 
back into session, and some members 
have announced they will try to kill off 
the commission and let the new Illinois 
Bureau of Investigation assume its 
functions. 


That makes even better sense now. 


John Fischetti 


Test of strength 


A shrewd 
diplomatic 


selection 


By Cari T. Rowan 


WASHINGTON—Credit some- 
one with a stroke of shrewd- 
ness in getting the President 
to name Jerome (Brud) Hol- 
land ambassador to Sweden, 

Our relations with Sweden 
Aare in about as complicated a 
mess as could be. Holland has 
the intellect and the savoir 
faire required to surmount the 
obstacles of pride and begin to 
smooth things out wherever 
the Swedes have a desire to 
improve relations. 

In addition, Holland will be a 
match for any band of Swedes 
that insists on being mischie- 
vous, He can be just as tough 
as his status as a football hall 
of famer suggests. 


Readers keep giving it to CTA 


It’s high time there was an 


investigative body of local 
citizenry appointed to delve in- 
to the so-calied problems of the 
CTA and its constant demands 
for fare increases. 

During the recent zero and 
subzero days we had no heat 
whatsoever on the Douglas B 
trains and on Jan. 12, the heat 
was negligible 

To make matters worse, the 
train doors were kept open for 
about three minutes at the 
LaSalle station, no doubt to 
cool us off 

Quite an “advanced” coun- 
try, aren't we — where con- CAFS! MARY ANN MEYER 
sumers and citizenry com- Chicago 
plaints are brushed off and a: 
ignored. No wonder increasing 
numbers have been finding ou, _ Tt Seems every time the fare 

goes up the service gets worse 


that the only thing that gets 8085 
results from selfish and ‘greedy so I'll complain before the fare 
companies and individuals is 8°¢S up again. 
violence. Mp, Lhave been in Chicago since 
Cicero KP a year ago March and I still 
feel that Chicago has the nicest 
policemen and the rudest bus 
drivers of any city I have ever 
been in. It is almost as though 
it is a cult to be rude. 

There are exceptions to 
every rule, of course. Notably 
the smiling negro gentleman 
who is on Route 153 and whom 
I ride with all too infrequently, 
who talks in rhyme and is al- 
ways cheerful and polite. But 
then, his philosophy of life is 
cheerful and poite also, 

Now as to complaints. I have 
talked to many seat compan- 
fons and everyone is getting 
pretty sick of being treated 
like it was a favor to let us 
ride in the CTA buses. You 
don't mind paying ftor 
something if you get courtesy 
and decent service. 

Here are special 
plaints: 

Not stopping to pick up 


A week ago in the zero 


weather, the Howard south- 
bound train was so cold that 
the windows were all ice, and 
everything on the train was so 
cold that I couldn't even hold 
onto the support'ng bar be- 
cause it froze my hands. 
Everyone was furious and 
some people were saying “I'll 
be glad to get outside.” 

And the absolute filth of the 


The Impending 50-cent fare 
on the CTA is nothing less than 
a complete outrage, and if the 
people of Chicago just stand by 
and accept it, they will be 
forever at the mercy of the 
CTA. 

As usual, the S0cent fare 
will have the greatest impact 
on people (like myself) who 
have to go out to work every 
day. However, should this 50- 
cent fare go into effect, my 
husband and I will drive to 
work, and he can park the car 
for $1 a day, whereas we would 
be paying $2 a day to ride the 
CTA. The extra dollar a day 
will take care of the gas and 
oil. 

Another outrage is that even 
with this increase in price 
nothing will be done to keep 
the subway trains clean 
and/or warm. 


com- 


Wages, prices and the inflation bite 


workers begin to feel the pinch 
and demand more for their 
services. Public aid recipients 
who produce nothing and give 
no service find it impossible to 
subsist on their present dole 
and usually receive an in- 
crease. 


The issue that compels me to 
resign from the “Silent Ma- 
jority" party and try to have 
my voice heard is the frighten- 
ing, spiraling cost of living. 

For many years I have read 
newspaper accounts of nego- 


tiations in which labor has A 
received increased wages or _ Now everybody has received 
an increase In income and 


benefits of monetary value. 
Immediately the employer Where are we? Right back 
adds the cost of this increase Where we started. The 
to the cost of his product or employer's profits are the 
peel same. The workers taxes, cost 

When other workers find the Of, 00d .<iothing and, other 
cost of this product or service his new dollar buys no more 
phn pay Benes res and often less than before the 
wages, These increases won "Tie fact bore out by a 
are also added to the cost of report from the Bureau of 
their products. Labor Statistics which says, 

Professional and service “Average wages of 45,000,000 


‘Oh, no, not snowmobiles, too? 

‘Your Insight article could have pointed out more of the 
disadvantages of snowmobiles. The snowmobile threatens to 
‘bring the fast set into wilderness areas previously frequented 
only by those who seek peace and solitude—and who are 
willing to walk some distance from the roads to get it. 

It is also likely to bring noise, reckless drivers, beer cans 
and trash into areas that otherwise would be free of them. 
In other words, the snowmobile is likely to have the same un- 
desirable effects as do cars on roads through wilderness 
areas. 

People who want cheap thrills have plenty of other outlets: 
‘motorcycles, cars, speedboats, skiing, dunebuggies, etc. A new 
toy like the snowmobile may amuse them for a while, but 
-once the novelty wears off they won't enjoy life any more than 
they did before the snowmobile was invented. 

They would probably get more solid satisfaction if they took 


up walking. 
Asar THEODORE J. KACZYNSKI 


the small society 


Your views of the news 


passengers when signaled. 

Not stopping at the curb. 

Rudeness. I have heard bus 
drivers talk to people in a way 
that made me cringe, usually 
because they ask questions or 
don't move fast enough. The 
average bus driver treats the 
Passengers as though they are 
morons because they don't 
know the streets of Chicago or 
the proper bus lines. 

Changing schedules without 
warning. 

Ancient buses (especially on 
South runs) with broken win- 
dows, thus making unwilling 
physical culturists out of riders 
with buses almost colder than 
out of doors, with the wind 
rushing in broken windows. 

Jerking the buses 
deliberately when mad at 
someone. And believe me this 
does happen, especially after 
they have had a round with a 
boarding passenger and the 
person és still on his or her 
feet. 

CTA must have personnel 
meetings. Why doesn’t it have 
someone go over. these points 
with the men, why not let them 
know that their salaries are 
being paid by the people who 
ride the buses? 

It it can't hold such meetings, 
can't it put out a firm set of 
directives on courtesy, and 
can’t it have disciplinary meas- 
ures for the most flagrant 
abusers? Conversely, can't it 
offer rewards to courteous 
drivers? 

Let's get the CTA on the 
basis of courtesy to the public. 
It these people do not like to 
deal with a many times can- 


rank-and-file workers rose 
$6.87 to $117.25 a week in 1969, 
but a nearly 6 per cent rise in 
living costs slashed about $7 a 
week from purchasing power.’ 

It seems to me that this de- 
mand for increased wages 
must stop somewhere, 

Never have I read where 
labor in negotiating new con- 
tracts has said, “We wish to 
forgo wage increases or added 


Holland, president of Hamp- 
ton Institute, is a forceful, 
persuasive man. He also is a 
Negro, something that surely 
was noted with deliberation by 
the men selecting a new U.S. 
ambassador after leaving the 


tankerous public, then they post vacant for a year. 


should be in jobs which do not 
call for dealing with the 


public. ESTHER KIDWELL 
Chicago 


THE SWEDES have tradi- 
the 


tionally been among 
world’s most 
outspoken ap- 
ponents of ra- 
cial dis 
crimination, 
Any inclina- 
tion to give 
Holland a bad 

je the way 
former Am- 
bassador 
William Heath 
was given the works is likely to 
vanish in Swedish fears that 
proach is the answer. As the the world will interpret slights 
article mentioned, this is to to Holland as racial dis- 
‘cumbersome to work. crimination, 

1 suggest that the price dif- Aside from the Vietnam 
ferential be set up by bus. Let War, the Swedes have taken 
some buses travel long special delight in recent years 
distances and some travel in lambasting and ridiculing 
short distances and let each be Uncle Sam for racial and, so- 
differently priced. cial problems, On these sub- 

‘An Outer Drive express bus jects, it will be pretty difficult 
bringing people in trom for the Swedish critics to pose 
Howard St. to the Loop, for ex- as greater “experts” than 
ample, might be priced at 50 Holland, 
cents, Another bus making Some of the Swedish pre 
round-trips between Irving already has labeled Holland 
Park and the Loop might be “moderate,” however, which 
priced at 40 cents while a shut- may be the first step in trying 
tle bus working between North to portray- him aS 
Ay. and the Loop would “apologist” who won't tell it 
perhaps cost only 25cents. jike it really Is 
paise wold be three dit Cr powertul Swedish 

newspapers have noted with 


seats fanaa Ons indicat satisfaction that he yas named 
because of his qualiications 


In any event, something 
: and not because he is a Nixon 
must be done to better relate crony, an indication that he is 


Srna wes and fares. NO being accepted as a man of 
iness in the country can 

survive by charging one stan.  ™érit and basic worth, and not 
dard price for its products and ®$ * Political hack. 
services, regardless of their 
quantity’ or quality. The CTA 
has amply-proved it Is nq 


ception. 
Chicago 7M WEBER 


. 

I was glad to read in a re- 
cent Daily News article that 
the CTA is now investigating 
the possibility of charging 
fares on the basis of distance 
traveled. 

It doesn't make sense to 
follow the present policy of 
charging people basically the 
same fare whether they travel 
six blocks or six miles. 

But I don't believe a zone ap- 


Rowan 


THIS MAY or may not be 
enough tor Holland to close the 
great gap caused by Sweden's 
attitude on Vietnam. 

There already are signs, 
however, that Sweden Is back- 
ing away from the stridently 
anti-U.S. actions and pro- 
nouncements of a year ago. 

‘The current line seems to 
be: “Well, after all, the United 
States did go into Southeast 
Asia with good intentions. But 
it became the captive of a 
holdover, imperialist, lackey 
regime. The United States has 
not been evil, it has been 
stupid and inept.” 

Sweden has a special election 
coming up this fall as it moves 
to a unicameral legislature. 
The Social Democrats are in 


benefits that cost money. We 
ask only that our employer 
reward us for our loyal service 
by reducing the cost of his pro- 
duct as he is able.” 

Naive? I think not. Most 
employers have learned by bit- 
ter experience that they cannot 
make huge profits while ignor- 
ing the labor that produced it. 

NELSON W. MARSHALL. 

Chicago 


Letters must be signed but 
request. Letters are subject 


good position, but there is 
some fear in top governmental 
circles that they have made 


names will be withheld upon 
to condensation. 


High interest vs. 


Tt is plain that the Nixon ad- 
ministration’s efforts during 
the year just past to end infla- 
tion by higher interest rates 
have failed. This was 
inevitable, for businessmen 
and corporations have to bor- 
Tow money and pay interest, 
so interest is a cost. To try to 
stop inflation by raising the 
cost of money is asinine, 
though it benefits people with 
money to lend, as would be 
asserted at once if anyone 
proposed to stop inflation by 
raising wages, the cost of 
labor. 

While raising interest rates 
will not curb inflation it will 
cause more joblessness from 
which Negroes will suffer 
most. For interest is an espe- 
cially important cost in con- 
struction and in selling “big 
ticket” items like cars. 


JUSTA 
MINUTE! 


too many concessions to the 
extreme left. 


They have begun to worry 
about losing both labor and 
business people who see 
‘Sweden's business interests in 
the United States being hurt 
badly if strained relations are 
not improved. 


Recently, longshoremen did 
not like the Swedish govern- 
ment’s explanation that It was 
going to give “reconstruction 
aid” to North Vietnam even 
before the war ends. When the 
Jongshoremen refused to 
unload for a while, the govern- 
ment “clarified” ‘its position 


inflation 


Construction can usually be 
postponed if the owners of in- 
dustry so desire. And construc- 
tion ramifies through, our 
whole economy into ‘steel, 
glass, lumber, cement, bricks, 
Paint, etc. So a slowdown 
construction causes unemploy- 
ment in many sectors of our 
economy, That is happening 
now. 

High interest rates as a way 
to curb inflation are 
economically foolish, socially 
harmful, and politically un- 


wise. and said it would continue to 
ALFRED BAKER LEWIS send “humanitarian” aid but 
that no “reconstruction” aid 


Riverside, Conn. would go to North Vietnam un- 


Silent majority til the end of the war. 
given new name 

The group heretofore known 
as “the silent majority” could 
have been more appropriately 


So Holland will inherit a sit- 
uation where Swedish critics 
are not as vociferous as they 
once were. Still, he will find 


named “the apathetic ged challenges and confronta- 

plurality. tions — for which his career as 

RONNIE N. FLOWERS a college president must have 
Chicago been good training. 


Autos and pollution, continued 


Dr. Burton A. Russman's letter regarding autos the 
main cause of air pollution is true. However, as California has 
discovered, antipollution devices have not proven to be the 
answer. 

In fact, these devices increase the emission of nitrogen ox- 
ides which are not only air pollutants but when washed out of 
the air by rain or snow are a deadly water pollutant. 


Barrington MRS. DONALD R ORR 


